INVESTIGATIVE REPORT: 

SUBMITTED TO: 

This report pertains to an investigation of 

CWGC Canadian Aqencv 

the identification of the burial location, or 

66 Slater Street 

headstone markings, of a member of the 

Suite 1707 

Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) 

Ottawa Ontario Canada K1 A 0P4 

during the Great War 1 914-1921 . 

Att: Dominique Boulais 


Report Date: 7 September 2016 

Reason for Submission: (“X” means purpose of the report) 


Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 


Confirmed Identity 

X 

Burial Location Identified 

X 

Most Probable Identity 


Grave Stone Correction 


Questionable Identity 


Grave Records Correction 


Incorrect Identity 


Request for CWGC Details 


Other 


Other 



Supporting Documents: (# refers to attachment number; “I” information provided) 


Casualty Identification: 


Burial Information: 


McLean, Ivan 

i 

Serre Road Cemetery No. 2 

link 

31 st Infantry Battalion 

i 

Somme, France 

i 

Private #79533 

i 

Plot 28 Row E Grave 8 

i 

Date of Death: 15-9-1916 

link 

Date of Burial: 26-11-1928 

i 

Attestation Papers 

link 

Cemetery Schematic 

link 

Service Record 

n/a 

Graves Registration Report 

7 

Circumstance of Death 

1 

Concentration of Grave 

8 

CEF Canada Register 

2 

Headstone Register 


War Diary Extract(s) 

3 

Casualty Spreadsheet 


Area Map(s) 

4 

Trench Map Exhumation 


Trench Map(s) 

5 

Grave Stone Photograph 


Possible Candidates List 

6 

Grave Stone Inscription 


Excluded Candidates List 


Memorial Inscription/Photo 


Other 


Reporting and Review 

9 


Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report form for Serre Road Cemetery No. 2 Plot 28 Row E 
Grave 8 lists an Unknown Canadian Soldier with personal effects (comb) marked 
“31 Bn533” and (spoon) “W or M”. 

A review of all the candidates of the 31 st Battalion on the Somme battlefield on the Vimy 
Memorial yields 1 45 ALL RANKS. Of these only one (1 ) Private has a number 
containing “533” and his last name begins with “M” (McLean). 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings are conclusive that the remains in Plot 28 Row E Grave 2 of the Serre 

Road Cemetery No. 2 are those of Private Ivan McLean #79533. 

The findings are based on the following: 

1 . The “Circumstance of Death Record' for Private Ivan McLean #79533 reports 
that he was killed in action of 15 September 1916 while serving with the 31 st 
Infantry Battalion in the attack on Courcelette (Attachment #1 ). There was no 
record of his burial. 

2. The “E-13 War Graves Register for Private McLean confirms that he was killed 
in action in the area of the Somme on 1 5 September 1 916, and as his body was 
not recovered for burial, his name was added to the UNKNOWNS listed on the 
Vimy Memorial (Attachment #2). 

3. The “ War Diary of the 31 st Infantry Battalion" for 1 4-15 September 191 6 reports 
that the 31 st Battalion was at Pozieres and involved in the attack on the Village of 
Courcelette (Attachment #3). The 6 th Infantry Brigade, of which the 31 st Battalion 
is a component, was to make the attack on the enemy at 6:20 am on 1 5 
September. The 31 st Battalion was assigned to support of the 27 th and 28 th 
Battalions and thus their men were expected to be scattered. They were 
stationed in the vicinity of Centre Way Communication Trench, Trench Map 
Coordinates 57d.R.34.a.3.5. 

4. The position where the action of the 31 st Battalion (6 th Infantry Brigade, 2 nd 
Canadian Division) took place is depicted on an extract of Nicholson Map 6 
(Attachment #4). The 6 th Infantry Brigade was moving in a northeast direction 
from Pozieres toward Courcelette, swinging more northward as they approached 
the village. The battalion was moving north of the road between the area marked 
by the Windmill (Sector 57d.R.36.c) and the Sugar Factory (Sector 57d.R.36.a). 

5. The specific path of the 6 th Infantry Brigade on 1 5 September 1 91 6 is marked out 
on a period Trench Map, which provides great detail than that shown in 
Nicholson Map 6 (Attachment #5). We have marked on this map where the 
remains were recovered at 57d.R.35.c.81.86. Note the location of the Windmill 
on this map at 57d.R.35.c.8.2. 

6. The records of the “Commonwealth War Graves Commission - War Dead’ were 
searched for men of the 31 st Infantry Battalion for the time that they may have 
had men on the Somme Battlefield from July 1 , 1 91 6 to October 31 , 1916. All the 
reported casualties occurred between 10 September 1916 and 28 September 
1916. The UNKNOWNS on the Vimy Memorial were 145 men of all ranks of 
which 109 were Privates, a group which is the only one to contain a member 
bearing a Service Number containing the digits 553 (Attachment #6). That sole 
candidate also had a last name beginning with the letter M. 


Private Ivan McLean 


Page 2 


Serre Road Cemetery No. 2 28. E. 8 




For the same period in all CEF Units there are a staggering 3,973 names on the 
Vimy Memorial for the Unknown. Of these there were 1 0 additional men with the 
number 533 as a component of their service number. Of these three (3) had a 
surname starting with the letter W or M. White #75339 of the 29 th Battalion and 
Walsh #153323 of the 43 rd Battalion were not in the vicinity at the time of their 
death. McCombe #53364 of the 18 th Battalion was the closest but his remains 
were recorded as being at 57c.M.31.d.0.5, approximately 1 ,500 yards to the 
southeast (where expected). 

7. A researcher who consulted only the “Graves Registration Report Form” would 
not be aware of the capability to identify the remains in Plot 28 Row E Grave 8 as 
that documents states only “Unknown Canadian Soldier” (Attachment #7). The 
GRRF is marked as being “all concentrations ”. The form does record an 
additional member of the 31 st Battalion, Pte. J. Franklin #424801 , as well as two 
other members of the 6 th Infantry Brigade from the 27 th Battalion. 

8. The “Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial Return” 
provides the details (matching identification effects) that enable the identification 
of the candidate as Private Ivan McClean #79533 of the 31 st Infantry Battalion 
(Attachment #8). The remains were located at 57d.R.35.c.81.86, as previously 
marked. Private Franklin #424801 , who was identified as being in Plot 28 Row E 
Grave 13, was recovered at the same time at 57d.R.35.c.45.64 confirming that 
location for the 31 st Battalion. The other two members of the 6 th Infantry Brigade 
in Graves 14 and 15 were also found at that location. 


Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #9). 

The evidence is clear that the only candidate for the remains in Plot 28 Row E Grave 8 
at Serre Road Cemetery No. 2 is Private Ivan McLean #79533 of the 31 st Infantry 
Battalion, 6 th Infantry Brigade, 2 nd Canadian Division. Private McLean was in the correct 
location, with a matching group of numbers 533 in his Service Number and a last name 
starting with the W or M. All other potential candidates were checked and there are no 
matches. 

Note: 

The correct surname is McLean not MacLean, as reported in the original documents. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 


Ancestry.com. Canada, War Graves Registers (Circumstances of Casualty), 1914-1948 [database on- 
line! . Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010. Original data: War Graves Registry: 
Circumstances of Death Records . Record Group 150, 1992-1993/314, Boxes 145-238. Library and 
Archives Canada. Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. War Graves Ledger Books. RG 150, 1992-93/314, vols. 
239-302. Library and Archives Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 



. REPORTED LOCATIONS OP GRAVE. 


Body not recovered for burial. 
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ATTACHMENT #2 


Ancestry.com. Canada, CEF Commonwealth War Graves Registers, 1914-1919 [database on-line] , 
Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2010. Original data: War Graves Registry: 
Circumstances of Death Records ; (RG1 50, 1992-1993/314, Boxes 39-144); Library and Archives 
Canada, Ottawa, Ontario. 
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ATTACHMENT #3 


Library and Archives Canada: War Diaries of the First World War. Available as (1) ArchivaNet: On-Line 
Research Tool , or (2) War Diaries of the First World War. 
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ATTACHMENT #4 


Official History of the Canadian Army in the First World War. Canadian Expeditionary Force 1 91 4-1 91 9. 
Col. G. W. L. Nicholson. Queens Printer and Controller of Stationary. Ottawa Canada 1962. (Nicholson 
Matrix Utility Digital Source by the Canadian Expeditionary Force Study Group). 
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ATTACHMENT #5 


The National Archives British Trench Map Atlas . 57dSE4 Ovillers. Edition 2D(S) Map wo297_1516 
Trenches Corrected 1/9/16. Naval and Military Press, Uckfield, West Sussex, United Kingdom. 
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ATTACHMENT #6 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission: Find War Dead : 31 st Canadian Infantry Battalion Privates from 
July 1 , 1 91 6 to October 31 , 191 6. (Candidates bearing numbers 533 marked) 
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40 GRUZEUER C 15-09-16 ’79076' NEAVE W 15-09-16 '100603' 


ATTACHMENT #7 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form. 
http://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc261 6514.JPG 
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ATTACHMENT #8 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial 
Return. http://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc2050182.JPG 
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ATTACHMENT #9 


This “Reporting and RevieW’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) during the Great War 1 91 4-1921 . The 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event 
they wish to make changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the 
CWGC has set out their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as 
detailed below. The CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 


Procedure: 

All new identification cases need to be 
assessed in the first instance by the 
Canadian Agency (CA) and submissions 
should go to their office directly. After an 
initial assessment, if the Agency feels that the 
case is compelling, they will then pass all the 
documentation to the Commemorations Team 
at the Commission's Flead Office. Head Office 
will then review the case and inform the CA of 
their findings. The Canadian authorities will 
then decide whether or not any changes to 
the arrangements for commemoration are 
required and inform the Commission 
accordingly. 


Guideline Criteria for Submission: 

Cases need to present clear and convincing 
evidence to prove the identity of a casualty 
and must not be based on assumption or 
speculation. The Commission's 
Commemoration Team will also consider 
whether the findings of a better informed 
contemporary investigation are being revisited 
and if there is any new evidence to consider. 
By way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of the 
arrangements for the commemoration where 
it is apparent that no new evidence is being 
presented and, a better informed previous 
decision is being revisited some 100 years 
later. 


The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 
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LMC Great War Research Company 

rlauqhton(a)lauqhton.ca 

Report Author 

Brad Armstrong 

Private Researcher 

Canadian Expeditionary Force Study Group 

barmstronq(a)seaforthsv 

stems.com 

Reviewer 


Private Ivan McLean 
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